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 Most performers have dreams of making it big, and eventually move to popular cities to 
gain more notoriety, but local artist Shoni seems to be satisfi ed with the creative niche she’s 
establishing in the comfort of Jacksonville’s familiarity. In three words, Shoni describes herself 
as genuine, spirited and colorful, which is illustrative of the accomplished songstress who 
double majored in English and Photojournalism at the University of Florida. After graduating in 
May 2010, she began to display her talents during live performances at open mic venues.
 Shoni is quickly making her mark on the Jacksonville artistic scene, evolving from singing 
at local bars three years ago to being solicited as an exclusive street act in the Riverside Arts 
Market showcase on November 12, 2011. Of the performance she says, “This was many fi rsts 
for me: I’d never played outside, nor in the daylight, nor for a large number of people. What I 
liked about the atmosphere there is that people could sit down with a bowl of bisque or let their 
kids play for a bit as they sat down to hear you play. A few close friends also came to support, 
so that warm familiarity mixed with the cool air, the river, and this natural sedative that hits me 
when I begin to sing made for an incredible experience. It pulled me from my comfort zone, and 
you can’t grow unless you allow that to happen.”
 Shoni’s distinctive, acoustic performance style is a fusion of “airy, soulful vocals and 
glimmery guitar riffs” blended with her vivacious personality to emit the combination of unique 
melodies that is her self-described ethereal sound. Her favored rendition of the popular classic 
‘Ain’t No Sunshine’ is delivered with raw, pure emotion that deeply captivates listeners. Inspired 
by the elements of freedom and expression, Shoni studies the techniques utilized by fellow per-
formers, borrowing key strategies to use as motivation for continuing to pursue her dream. “See-
ing someone on stage exude high levels of passion,” says Shoni, “makes me want to be on that 
stage.”
 When she’s not performing, Shoni spends her time working as a Quality Control Editor and 
conducting freelance photo shoots. She also actively participates in charity showcases for Har-
vest of Hope, a nonprofi t organization based in Gainesville that aids migrant farm workers and 
their families. Shoni will continue to actively support the workers who contribute to and sustain 
the lives of everyone who shops in a grocery store or a local market by showcasing her talents 
in a live benefi t concert on February 19th at Jack Rabbits in San Marco.
 While diligently working on her demo, tentatively scheduled to be released in early 2012, 
Shoni strives daily to reach her ultimate goal of “working hard to present something interesting 
and heartfelt, something that hasn’t quite been done yet.”
 Experience this budding artist’s potential for yourself. Visit her fan pages at www.facebook.
com/shonisings and www.reverbnation.com/shonisings for original acoustic song versions and 
details about upcoming performances and appearances.
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