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First-time author strives
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Liltera R. Williams
Special to The Recorder

In a room filled with close to 100
supporters at Three Layers Cafe, which
is nestled in the center of historic
Springfield, first-time Author Renata A.
Hannans spoke passionately about her
nonfiction book “P.S. Never Give Up
Hope.”

The book chronicles the lives of 10
current and former youthful offenders
as they candidly share details of the
mistakes, consequences and regrets
surrounding the irreversible crimes
they committed. A project that was
two years in the making proved to be
a worthy effort as the author fought
back tears to express the severity of a
recurring epidemic that affects many
juveniles worldwide.

She later declared the purpose of
her mission by stating, “My goal is to
spread awareness and make kids think
of the consequences of their actions.”
Hannans also made it very clear that
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she does not condone juvenile crime.

Instead, she hopes to bring more
attention to the harsh punishments
placed upon youthful offenders who
may not fully understand the conse-
quences of a respective sentence.

“Are you the same person you were
when you were a teenager?” she asked
the crowd.

As a member of the crowd, T did
not only get to witness the delivery
of such a powerful speech, I actu-
ally had the privilege of assisting the
author throughout the entire process.
We met at a Starbucks last summer. At
that point, she had only composed an
introduction and two of the 10 chap-
ters, and presented me with one of the
letters she had received from a subject
in the book.

Over the course of seven months,
we worked together to decipher hun-
dreds of letters that included firsthand
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Janet E. Johnson, PA.

CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEY

3219 Atlantic Boulevard
Jacksonville, Florida 32207
Tel. 904.634.8991
JanetEJohnsonLaw.com

Janet Johnson, in practice since 1994 , is committed to
aggressively defending people accused in all criminal matters. She
is a member of the Florida Bar and the Colorado Bar, as well as
the Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and is on the
faculty of the FACDL “Blood, Breath & Tears” annual DUl seminar.
Ms. Johnson has appeared as a commentator on First Coast News,
CNN, HLN, Fox News, TruTV and The Wall Street Journal Radio
Network. She has received an AV Preeminent rating by Martindale-
Hubbell, the highest ranking possible from her peers.

SERVES DUVAL, ST. JOHNS, NASSAU AND CLAY COUNTIES.
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask
us to send you free written informtation about our qualifications and experience.
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accounts of life before and during
prison. With crimes that range from drug
abuse to robbery to murder, every teen-
age subject in the book was sentenced
as an adult.

The book serves as a form of redemp-
tion for the condemned criminals. It
allows them to humbly and truthfully
share their side of the story to prevent
others from making the same mistakes.

The author/editor partnership that
I developed with Hannans required
long periods of research. We spent one
weekend at the Jacksonville Public
Library downtown searching for support-
ing news articles of crimes that occurred
more than 20 years ago.

I also visited with her at her home to
study the incoming letters that continued
to flow from each youthful offender with
whom she corresponded.

In November, we traveled to the Mayo
Correctional Institution to visit an inmate
serving 40 years for felony murder, an
eye-opening experience for me, but
familiar territory for Hannans. She had al-
ready traveled to various prisons to meet
with every other subject in the book.

“The movement has only just begun.

First Coast resident Renata Hannans teamed with Liltera Williams on her recently-released book.

Selling books is great but saving lives is
better,” Hannans told me.

A native of Jacksonville, she maintains
an avid interest in criminal law. The
journey to spreading hope started when
Hannans began working as a case man-
ager at a local Jacksonville high school.
In addition, she has assisted Oscar-win-

Provided by LilteraWilliams  criminal based on his appearance.

Hannans plans to speak publicly
about her message as much as possible
and will also begin filming a documen-
tary featuring live video messages from
subjects in the book.

“P.S. Never Give Up Hope” enables
readers to truly appreciate the impor-
tance of good decision-making. The
book is available for purchase at www.
psnevergiveuphope.com.

ning attorney Patrick McGuinness with
many cases as a pro bono intern.
McGuinness supported Hannans at
the signing and she publicly addressed
him as her mentor. Ron Davis, the father
of slain teen Jordan Davis, was also in
attendance. His son was not a youthful
offender, but was sadly mistaken as a
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On Feb. 24, Shreena Patel of Beaches Ortho-
dontics celebrated Dental Health Month
with a visit to The Bolles School Ponte Vedra
Beach campus to help educate students
about taking care of their teeth. All five of
the students at left are current patients of
Patel.

growth,” said Miller. “Ponte Vedra is
a very welcoming environment, with
top-notch golf courses and pris-

tine beaches, and I look forward to
spreading the word to leisure, group
and business travelers alike.”

A native of New Orleans, Miller
earned a Bachelor of Liberal Arts De-
gree from Louisiana State University
in Baton Rouge. She currently resides
in Ponte Vedra, Florida.
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Insurance as individual as you are...
Call Frances T. King Insurance Agency Today!

" . We offer a variety of companies
= and options with the highest
level of customer service.
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